50                                BOOTS AND SADDLES.
stretched over a collection of thirty-six poles, poles are of great value to the Indians, for in a sparse! timbered country like Dakota it is difficult to find svii able trees. It is necessary to go a great distance to pr« cure the kind of sapling that is light and pliable an yet sufficiently strong for the purpose. The poles a,i lashed together at the tops and radiate in a circle The smoke was pouring out of the opening above the only entrance to the tepee was a round aperto.3 near the ground, sufficiently large to allow a person- 1 crawl in. Around the lodge were poles from whic were suspended rags; in these were tied their med cines of roots and herbs, supposed to be a charm to koe off evil spirits. The sound of music came from withlr I crept tremblingly in after the general, not entire. quieted by his keeping my hand in his, and whisperlx: something to calm my fears as I sat on the buffalo rol beside him. In the first place, I knew how resolute ~fcl Indians were in never admitting one of their own wor <en to council, and their curious eyes and forbidding o: pressions towards me did not add to my comfort. TI dust, smoke, and noise in the fading light were not a-assuring. Fool-dog arose from the circle of what cor posed their nobility, and solemnly shook Lands with "fc] general; those next in rank followed his exam j>l
fj                    The pipe was then smoked, and the general had to ta]
a whiff when it came his turn.   Fortunately -we escarp*
*'                    the speeches, for we had not brought an interpreter-
Coming out of the light into this semi-darkness, \vl the grotesque figures of the plebeians, as they dane< around their chiefs and contorted their bodies to 1:.MHMii fjuitti at efinn and drovu IIWHV.
